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Section 1 (15 marks) 1 mark each 
 

Question Answers Outcomes 
Assessed 

Targeted 
Performance 

Bands 
1 D H11 2-3 
2 D H1 3-4 
3 B H11 3-4 
4 C H11 5-6 
5 D H10 3-4 
6 C H10 2-3 
7 B H10, H11 5-6 
8 D H10 2-3 
9 A H10, H11 4-5 
10 B H10 4-5 
11 A H2 3-4 
12 A H10, H11 4-5 
13 B H10, H11 2-3 
14 C H10,H11 3-4 
15 D H6, H7 3-4 
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Section II 
25 marks 
 
Question 16 (3 marks) 
Outcomes Assessed: H10, H11 
Targeted Performance Bands: 3-4 

Criteria Marks 
• Accurately completes the compound bar graph 
• Constructs an appropriate key  3 

• Completes the compound bar graph 
• Constructs an appropriate key 
OR 
• Accurately completes the compound bar graph 

2 

• Attempts to complete the compound bar graph 
OR 
• Constructs an appropriate key 

1 

 
Question 17 
(a) (1 mark) 
Outcomes Assessed: H10 
Targeted Performance Bands: 2-3 

Criteria Mark 
• States ONE human induced activity modification identified from the Stimulus 

Booklet  1 

 
(b) (6 marks) 
Outcomes Assessed: H1, H2, H10 
Targeted Performance Bands: 3-4 

Criteria Marks 
• Makes the relationship between human induced modification and the 

vulnerability of the Snowy River evident 
• Makes use of the stimulus material provided 

5-6 

• Provides characteristics and features of human induced modifications and the 
vulnerability of the Snowy River 

• Makes some use of the stimulus material provided 
3-4 

• Sketch in general terms a human induced modification  1-2 
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Question 18 
(a) (2 marks) 
Outcomes Assessed: H1 
Targeted Performance Bands: 3-4 

Criteria Marks 
• Sketches in general terms the spatial distribution of world cities 
• Uses evidence from stimulus material to support response 2 

• Sketches in general terms the spatial distribution of world cities 1 
 
(b) (6 marks) 
Outcomes Assessed: H1, H10, H13 
Targeted Performance Bands: 4-5 

Criteria Marks 
• States a range of appropriate reasons for the economic authority of world 

cities 
• Uses illustrative examples, including examples from the stimulus, to support 

arguments 

5-6 

• States some reasons for the economic authority of world cities 
• Uses examples, may include examples from the stimulus, to support 

arguments 
3-4 

• Sketches in general terms the economic authority of world cities 1-2 
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Question 19 
(a) (2 marks) 
Outcomes Assessed: H10, H11 
Targeted Performance Bands: 2-6 

Criteria Marks 
• Accurately completes a vegetation transect 
• Completes an appropriate key  2 

• Completes a transect 1 
 
(b) (1 marks) 
Outcomes Assessed: H8 
Targeted Performance Bands: 2-3 

Criteria Mark 
• States an appropriate issue relevant to the source  1 

 
(c) (2 marks) 
Outcomes Assessed: H9 
Targeted Performance Bands: 3-4 

Criteria Marks 
• States an appropriate methodology 
• Justifies the selection   2 

• States an appropriate methodology 1 
 
(d) (1 mark) 
Outcomes Assessed: H7 
Targeted Performance Bands: 3-4 

Criteria Mark 
• States an appropriate vocation  1 

 
(e) (1 mark) 
Outcomes Assessed: H7 
Targeted Performance Bands: 5-6 

Criteria Mark 
• States an appropriate use for the research findings 1 
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Section III: Extended Response 
60 marks) 
 
Question 20 (20 marks) 
Outcomes Assessed: H1, H5, H12, H13 
Targeted Performance Bands: 2-6 

Criteria Marks 
• Identifies and explains a range of traditional and contemporary management 

strategies used in ecosystems at risk 
• Makes a judgement about these strategies based on appropriate criteria 
• Makes use of a range of illustrative examples to support arguments  
• Presents a sustained and logical answer that uses appropriate geographical 

ideas and terminology 

17-20 

• Identifies and explains a range of traditional and contemporary management 
strategies used in ecosystems at risk 

• Makes a judgement about these strategies 
• Makes use of illustrative examples to support arguments  
• Presents a logical answer that uses geographical ideas and terminology 

13-16 

• Identifies and explains a range of traditional and / or contemporary 
management strategies used in ecosystems at risk 

• Makes use of some illustrative examples to support arguments  
• Presents a logical answer that uses some geographical ideas and terminology 

9-12 

• Identifies and provides the characteristics and features of traditional and / or 
contemporary management strategies used in ecosystems at risk 

• Makes use of some examples 
• Presents a logical answer that uses some geographical ideas 

5-8 

• Makes reference to management strategies and / or ecosystems at risk 
• Makes some reference to examples of ecosystems at risk 1-4 

 
Answers may include a variety of case studies and illustrative examples such as: 
• Rainforests, wetlands, coral reefs, Antarctica, deserts, rangelands; 
• Traditional management may include indigenous management;  
• Contemporary – recent management strategies that may use a variety of scales: 

international, regional, national, local. 
 

HSC
Fo

cu
s.c

om



6 
 

DISCLAIMER 
The information contained in this document is intended for the professional assistance of teaching staff. It does not constitute advice to students. Further it is not the intention of 
CSSA to provide specific marking outcomes for all possible Trial HSC answers. Rather the purpose is to provide teachers with information so that they can better explore, understand 
and apply HSC marking requirements, as established by the NSW Board of Studies. 
No guarantee or warranty is made or implied with respect to the application or use of CSSA Marking Guidelines in relation to any specific trial exam question or answer. The CSSA 
assumes no liability or responsibility for the accuracy, completeness or usefulness of any Marking Guidelines provided for the Trial HSC papers. 

Question 21 (20 marks) 
Outcomes Assessed:H1,  H3, H10, H12, H13 
Targeted Performance Bands: 2-6 

Criteria Marks 
• Identifies and provides characteristics and features of an urban dynamic 

operating in a country town and suburb and an urban dynamic operating in 
Orbost 

• Shows the similarities and / or differences in detail between these two urban 
settlements and dynamics 

• Makes use of a range of illustrative examples and appropriate sources from 
the Stimulus Booklet to support arguments  

• Presents a sustained and logical answer that uses appropriate geographical 
ideas and terminology 

17-20 

• Identifies and provides characteristics and features of an urban dynamic 
operating in a country town and suburb and an urban dynamic operating in 
Orbost 

• Shows the similarities and / or differences between these two urban 
settlements and dynamics 

• Makes use of illustrative examples to support arguments and / or the Stimulus 
Booklet 

• Presents a logical answer that uses geographical ideas and terminology 

13-16 

• Identifies and sketches in general terms an urban dynamic operating in a 
country town and suburb and an urban dynamic operating in Orbost 

• Make reference to the similarities and / or differences between these two 
urban settlements and dynamics 

• Makes use of examples to support arguments and / or the Stimulus Booklet 
• Presents a logical answer that uses some geographical ideas and terminology 

9-12 

• Identifies and sketches in general terms an urban dynamic operating in a 
country town and suburb and / or an urban dynamic operating in Orbost 

• Makes use of examples to support arguments and / or the Stimulus Booklet 
• Presents a logical answer that uses some geographical ideas 

5-8 

• Makes reference to urban dynamics and/or a country town or suburb 
OR 
• Makes some reference to the Stimulus Booklet 

1-4 

 
Answers may include: 
• Similarities and differences in the results of urban decline in Orbost to the results of an 

urban dynamic operating in a country town or suburb; 
• Other dynamics may include: urban decline, urban renewal, urban consolidation, urban 

village, spatial exclusion, counterurbanisation, decentralisation, exurbanisation. 
• Similarities and differences between Orbost and another country town or suburb should 

refer to social structure, economic structure, culture of place and ecological sustainability. 
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Question 22 (20 marks) 
Outcomes Assessed: H1, H4, H12, H13 
Targeted Performance Bands: 2-6 

Criteria Marks 
• Identifies an economic activity operating at a global scale and provides 

characteristics and features of its nature, spatial distribution and future 
directions 

• States in detail reasons for its nature, spatial distribution and future directions 
• Makes use of a range of illustrative examples to support arguments  
• Presents a sustained and logical answer that uses appropriate geographical 

ideas and terminology 

17-20 

• Identifies an economic activity operating at a global scale and provides 
characteristics and features of its nature, spatial distribution and future 
directions 

• States reasons for its nature, spatial distribution and future directions 
• Makes use of illustrative examples to support arguments  
• Presents a logical answer that uses geographical ideas and terminology 

13-16 

• Identifies an economic activity operating at a global scale and provides 
characteristics and features of its nature, spatial distribution and future 
directions 

• Make reference to some reasons for its nature and / or spatial distribution  
 and/or future directions 
• Makes use of examples to support arguments  
• Presents a logical answer that uses some geographical ideas and terminology 

9-12 

• Identifies an economic activity operating at a global scale and sketch in 
general terms its nature and / or spatial distribution and / or future directions 

• Makes use of examples to support arguments  
• Presents a logical answer that uses some geographical ideas 

5-8 

• Makes reference to an economic activity operating at a global scale  
• May refer to its nature and/or spatial distribution and / or future directions 1-4 

 
Answers may include: 
• Economic Activities such as: tourism, diary farming, wheat farming, viticulture, 

aquaculture, tourism, advertising, financial and business services, information technology 
• The following factors maybe used in accounting for the nature, spatial distribution and 

future directions of the selected economic activity: 
• Biophysical: climate, soils, topography, site 
• Ecological: sustainability and resource use 
• Economic: competitive advantage, consumer demand, mobility of labour and capital 
• Sociocultural: tradition, changing lifestyles, labour participation rates 
• Organisational: ownership, decision making and control 
• Technological: transportation, information transmission and flows, biotechnology 
• Political: quotas, tariffs, compacts, agreements HSC
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