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Text 2 — Newspaper Blog
‘Nerd’ and ‘Geek’ Should Be Banned, Professor Says

The Times ran an article Monday suggesting that what America will need in the future are more
‘00l nerds.” A playful tweak of the nerd stereotype, to be sure, in an effort to alter it. The people
described in the piece were ones with hybrid careers, combining computing with other fields from

medicine to Hollywood.

These are jobs that do not match the classic computer geek or nerd image — a heads-down
programmer who is socially isolated. In the new hybrid careers, computing is a crucial ingredient
and, economists say, such work will be the source of many new jobs of the fufure.

But David Anderegg, a professor of psychology at Bennington College, says that merely
mentioning terms like nerd or geek serves to perpetuate the stereotype. The words are damaging,
much like racial epithets, he says, and should be avoided.

Yet the meaning of words often evolves as the social context changes. I noted that in Manhattan’s
elite high schools being called a “cool nerd” is a compliment — denoting someone with intellectual
and academic chops, un-self-consciously so, and other interests as well.

Perhaps that’s true in a handful of ZIP codes around the country, Dr. Anderegg conceded. But in
most of America, he said, nerds and geeks are people to avoid. The connotations are a bit different:
a geek suggests a person with special expertise, while nerd suggests social ineptness. And neither

are cool.

And math, science and computer science, Dr:; Anderegg said, are courses that young people too
often associate with nerds and geeks. As a result, he added, “they sabotage themselves in these
fields, and the nation’s work force is suffering.”

«The best way to combat this,” he said, “is put it to bed,” banishing “nerd™ and “geek” to the
linguistic dustbin.

Not easily done, though, as Dr. Anderegg doubtless appreciates. He is an expert on the subject, and
the reason I called him for the piece was that I had noticed the praise for his book, “Nerds: Who

They Are and Why We Need More of Them.”

from Steve Lohr's Bits Blog, December 21 2009
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Text 4 — Feature Article

Above the Crowds, but Not Above Lawbreaking

MOSCOW — A young man pushed several buttons on an outdoor intercom, and after the piercing
sound of the lock release, he vanished, like an experienced thief, into the cool shadow of the
building’s lobby. A few minutes later, he stepped onto the roof and gazed down at Moscow. From
14 floors up, the metal roofs of the city centre shade into green islands of parks and then the grayish
factory chimneys of the suburbs. Birds scream, and from below comes the muffled sound of traffic.
He sat down at the edge of the roof and nodded at the vista.

“This is what roofers are looking for,” he said.

His name is Dmitri Yermakov, 18, and he is part of a youth subculture that has taken shape around
this low-slung city. Its adherents are called roofers, and they delight in gaining access to Moscow’s
buildings not for criminal intent, but to scamper up {0 the roofs to gape at the surrounding
landscape.

They are a secretive caste, with the serene aura of having had a privileged glimpse of something
extraordinary. Most of the front doors of buildings in Moscow have locks controlled by electronic
or manual numeric pads. Committed roofers crack the codes, often by trying various combinations

of the most worn buttons.

Sometimes they bluff their way in, using the intercom to call apartments and introducing
themselves as letter cartiers or neighbours who have lost their keys.

However they enter, they are often reluctant to share their secrets with others, fearing an influx of
visitors will draw too much attention. The police are another concern; trespassing is prosecuted as
hooliganism and carries a fine.

“Roofing really gets under your skin, and helps you to break out of the daily routine,” Mr.
Yermakov said, explaining that he appreciates the solitude of the roofs, far from the hectic streets of
Moscow, which has more than 10 million people.

Another roofer, Oleg Muraviyov, 17, said the atmosphere on the roofs was almost spiritual.

&[¢'s too bad that people are mixing us up with vandals,” Mr. Muraviyov said. “We aren’t doing any
harm to buildings. Our goal is not destruction. We are driven by a wish to think about what’s really
important in our lives, outside of the hustle of business. It’s a delusion that today’s youth are
cynical. We have the same spiritual values as previous generations.”

Because roofing is an individual, illegal diversion — in additional to hooliganism, it often involves
breaking and entering — there are no precise numbers on the size of the phenomenon. Most of it

happens in intimate groups of two or three.

But there are several popular online commuuities, the best known of which has nearly 3,800
members, about half of whom profess to be roofers.

Moscow is not an obvious city for the vertical explorer. Since the days of the czars, its skyline has
been forcibly restrained. Through the 18th century, there was an informal ban on surpassing the
Kremlin’s tallest bell tower, which is roughly 265 feet tall, said Natalya Bronovitskaya, an
architectural historian. Informal restrictions continued during Soviet times and remain today.
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Section 11
15 marks

Attempt Question 2

Allow about 40 minutes for this section

Start a new booklet to answer this question.
Write your student number and section II on the front cover of the booklet.

In your answer you will be assessed on how well youw:

« express understanding of belonging in the context of your studies
» Organise, develop and express ideas using language appropriate to audience, purpose and context

Question 2 (15 marks)

You have been asked to contribute to a piece of writing for an anthology entitled Acceprance and
Rejection: The experiences of young adult Australians.

Choose one of the options below:

a)
or
b)
or
c)
or

d)

Composé a speech entitled “Judgement”
Compose a narrative entitled “Reco gnition”
Compose a feature article entitied “Apply here for help”

Compose a reflective piece entitled “Not for me”

End of Section I
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